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Welcome to the Northbourne Park School prospectus
which gives you an in-depth view of what is so unique
about our wonderful school.

From the outstanding Nursery and Pre-Prep right through
to the Prep School, Northbourne Park School is an
environment where each and every child can flourish. Our
pupils gain confidence in their learning through
inspirational teaching and an engaging curriculum. We
consistently achieve 100% pass rate in the Common
Entrance exam and our pupils also gain a range of
scholarships to a wide number of Senior Schools.

We are passionate about sport and aim to give every
child the opportunity to develop skills in a wide range of
team and individual sports. Creativity also plays a large
part in life at our school. All the pupils are encouraged to
play a musical instrument or join the choir as well as to
take part in drama productions and public speaking. We
also encourage creativity through activities including
sculpture, costume design, film-making on iMacs and
pottery.

We offer a first-class level of pastoral care. This is a safe
and nurturing environment with a real family atmosphere.
Our outstanding boarding facility provides home-from-
home care for both UK and overseas boarders.

The pupils enjoy an extensive programme of afternoon
clubs that help develop interests and skills. Love of the
outdoors and respect for the environment begins in the
Pre-Prep and develops through into the Prep School with
fun physical adventures, including our unique Leadership
Programme.
  
We are very proud of our community and what all our
pupils achieve. A visit to the school will confirm what
makes it so special.

Sebastian Rees        
Headmaster

We know our pupils well and
quickly encourage each of
them to gain confidence in their
abilities.

Our uniquely caring approach
inspires in every child the

confidence to succeed

Welcome



the five stages of Northbourne

1 Early Years

2 Key Stage One

3 Juniors

4 Intermediates

5 Seniors



The Early Years (Nursery & Reception)

The homely environment of our Pre-Prep, with its
small classes ensures a smooth transition for every
child from home to school.

Creativity and exploration lie at the heart of all that
we do and the children learn to love learning
through play.  They develop quickly with us with our
unique emphasis on early literacy and numeracy.

Our spacious ground floor classrooms provide easy
access for learning to spill out into the gardens,
orchard and woods and the children respond
creatively to their natural surroundings.

Children love their time with us, making firm
friendships, taking lungfuls of fresh air, running,
playing and making dens in the wood.

Come to our Parent and Toddler sessions and find
out for yourself why our children are so happy in
their first days at school. 

Stage
one

1
Outstanding in all four
EYFS inspection categories.  ISI  Report





Key Stage One (Years 1 and 2)

Building on the Early Years curriculum, our children
establish firm foundations on which to develop future
learning.  Balancing creativity and more structured
learning, they develop confidence in their learning
and confidence in themselves.

Specialist teaching in Sport, Languages and Music
sows early seeds for future excellence.

The children are happy to develop more formal
learning and to develop their literacy, numeracy and
other learning skills, whilst engaging with topic work
with enthusiasm and passion. 

Class Two’s weekly lessons at the Prep School
ensure an easy transition to the Prep school the
following year.

Stage
two

2
The children make excellent progress
in achieving the Early Learning Goals and their
skills in language and literacy, numeracy and

ICT are outstanding.  ISI  Report





Juniors  (Years 3 and 4)

Children make an easy transition between the Pre-Prep
and the Prep School at the start of Year 3, relishing the
new challenges.

They quickly adapt to their new environment, helped by
the senior “buddies”, and learn to be more organised and
independent in their organisation and in their work. 

Maths, English, Science, French, Geography, History, ICT,
Music, Drama, Games and PE are taught by our specialist
teachers who nurture and guide the children.

The Form Tutor plays a pivotal role in all year groups, but
especially in these years when our pastoral care of the
children is an integral part of their education and as they
learn to be more aware of the needs of the community
around them. 

Stage
three

3
The pupils are reflective and self-critical

and show a clear awareness of  their
own strengths and weaknesses.  ISI  Report





Intermediates (Years 5 and 6)

The intermediate years encourage greater
independence in each child as the curriculum becomes
more demanding and detailed.  The children become
more organised, moving from department to department
and developing mature dialogues with their Form Tutors.

Teamwork and independent learning come to the fore in
preparation for Grammar School or Senior School life.

Competition continues to play a part in our education
with every child being a loyal member of one of Drake,
Marlborough, Nelson or Wellington houses.  The
children wait for the weekly house points totals with
anticipation and excitement. 

Stage
four

4
Throughout the school,
the personal
development of
pupils is
exceptional.  ISI  Report





Seniors  (Years 7 and 8)

The Senior Years encourage academic excellence.  

Our senior pupils adapt well to a challenging and
stimulating two-year curriculum.  They are self-motivated
active learners, independent-minded and articulate,
leading through service to others and achieving
excellence in all that they do.

The Senior Years provide genuine opportunities for the
children to learn leadership through service to the
community across all areas of school life. 

Our prefects and house captains understand the values
of community and develop strongly as individuals. 

The many opportunities that they have to build teamwork
in themselves and others and to develop a sense of
responsibility are tangible and poignant.  

Stage
five

5
Throughout the school, older pupils 
develop supportive relationships with younger
pupils, and there are good opportunities for all
pupils to take on responsibility. ISI  Report





6e et 5e  (Seniors)

Notre objectif est de parvenir à former des élèves bilingues, autonomes,
motivés et soucieux d'acquérir sans cesse de nouvelles connaissances.
Leur apprentissage concerne non seulement les matières académiques
mais aussi le développement personnel grâce au sport, à la musique et
aux nombreuses activités organisées pendant leur temps libre. 

L'organisation de notre enseignement assure une parfaite compatibilité
avec celui dispensé dans les établissements scolaires français ou
espagnols, privés comme publiques.   

Entre 20-25 élèves francophones ou espagnols s'inscrivent chaque
année dans l'une de nos deux classes françaises bilingues de sixième
et cinquième, compatibles avec le système éducatif français. 

Ils participent activement à l'enseignement bilingue -  qui leur est
proposé et s'intègrent ainsi rapidement dans le système éducatif
britannique tout en conservant la lettre et l'esprit de l'enseignement
français ou espagnol. 

Les élèves espagnols deviennent, quant à eux, trilingues.

Pupils show enthusiasm and enjoyment in
all that they do and these qualities support their
good learning and achievement. ISI  Report

Section Française
Bilingue





The Northbourne Park Language Programme is
internationally known.  The children have unique
opportunities to develop foreign languages in our
“integrated learning environment” in which the
easy interplay of languages blur linguistic and
cultural boundaries.

Our language results from children of all
nationalities are unparalleled.  The Senior
Correspondent Programme provides unique
opportunities for cultural exchange and
enrichment.

Our children progress onto their Senior Schools
with a linguistic advantage over other children, one
which will last them for the rest of their lives.

French pupils achieve high standards

of  attainment in formal EAL 
examinations. ISI  Report

Languages





More than three quarters of our pupils learn one or more
musical instruments in our purpose-built Music suite.  Our choir,
band, orchestra, string and brass groups all perform regularly.

Informal and formal concerts encourage confidence in public
performance.  Regular Music Scholarships to Senior Schools
maintain our reputation for musical excellence.

The popular Saturday Music Club attracts children from other
schools as well, and they join together for wind groups, band,
recorder groups, singing and theory classes.

Music excellence and its enjoyment have long been  traditions
at Northbourne Park, as our accomplished alumni will attest. 

A significant proportion of
pupils taking music examinations
obtain merits or distinctions, 
some in high grades. ISI  Report

Music





Our children are articulate and confident communicators
who are mature beyond their years.  Starting in the
Nursery, children get used to standing in front of a crowd.
Whether it is in our Nativity services and Christingles, in
our annual musicals, in form assemblies, when reading
match reports, inter-house Public Speaking and Reading
competitions, talent shows or in Drama lessons, our
children know how to work the audience!

Private LAMDA lessons provide excellent opportunities for
our budding thesps !

Drama and

Public Speaking

Drama enjoys a high profile in the
school and parents comment favourably
on the standard of  productions. ISI  Report





Boys and girls love competing and receive inspirational
coaching and training.  They learn to love sport and lead
balanced and healthy lives.  Teamwork and leadership skills
develop in practices, inter-house competitions and matches
with other schools.  Sports lessons start at the age of three,
with children developing early skills and a competitive edge.

The Afternoon Clubs programme provides further
opportunities to explore and enjoy an even wider range 
of activities. 

Clubs are available to children of all ages and alongside
rehearsals for the school plays encourage the children to mix
across the year groups and to develop an interest in hobbies
and other interests and skills which can endure long into
adult life. 

Our pupils grow into adults with diverse and balanced lives. 

Sport and Clubs

The strong relationship between
staff  and pupils is based on mutual
trust and respect. ISI  Report

Hockey

Orienteering

Cricket

Dance

Athletics

Skiing

Archery

Fencing

Horse Riding

Badminton

Triathlon

Football

Tennis

Rounders

Zumba

Gymnastics

Trampolining

Yoga

Swimming

Volleyball

Netball

Cross-Country





Our children are free-range.  They are not risk-averse
and, with a boiler suit on, spend break-times climbing
trees.  They explore our woods and grounds, aware of
their responsibilities for each other and themselves.  They
learn outdoor skills through curricular Outdoor Education
lessons, which promote teamwork and leadership skills,
whether it is in constructing shelters, sleeping out in the
woods or skinning rabbits.

A love of the outdoors and a respect for their
environment start in the Pre-Prep, and the annual
summer trips to ever more challenging locations provide
fun physical adventures and further opportunities for
lateral thinking.

Outdoor Education

Excellent use is made of  the
extensive grounds for environmental

learning, scientific study and

outward-bound activities. ISI  Report





We encourage our budding artists to express themselves through a
wide range of creative media. Through drawing, painting, sculpture,
film, graffiti art, felt, pottery, costume design and theatre production,
Art and creativity enjoy a high profile at Northbourne Park. Creativity
permeates the curriculum and starts in the Pre-Prep, where children
experiment with painting and construction, gaining an early
understanding of artistic movements. Regular artist visits,
competitions and trips to exhibitions enhance and widen their
perspectives.

Strong observational and technical skills are the foundation of every
talented young artist and, every year, we prepare our talented senior
children for Art scholarships to senior schools.

Our artists come and create even in the break times, congregating at
the Art Room to make their own movies and animations on the iMacs
or to experiment further!  

Live, Love, Create

An outstanding programme of

enrichment, ...supports the

curriculum extremely well. ISI  Report





Children can start boarding from the age of 7.  An experienced, caring team
encourages the boarders to feel at home right from the start.  Our boarders are a tight-
knit group of children who, with the support and guidance of the staff, learn to run their
own lives and enjoy friendship and fellowship with others.  The comfortable boarding
homes are popular as sleepovers for day children during flexi-boarding nights.

Our fortnightly newsletters and excellent communication through email, Skype,
letters home ensure that the children have all the contact they need with their families
and friends.

Our younger pupils enjoy regular sleepovers with friends, flexi-boarding on a number
of nights per week if they wish. 

Ours is a full-boarding community. We do not empty the boarding houses at
weekends, but offer a continuous boarding service throughout the terms. 

Boarders enjoy regular trips out and activities and our bus to London and
accompanied service to Paris provide further opportunities for weekends at home. 

Boarders learn to be independent, confident and learn the secrets of good
relationships with others. 

Their experiences in boarding are an excellent introduction to boarding in future
schools and to growing independence. 

Modern boarding is the best of all worlds for the children who develop independence
further and faster than others. Nobody does it better.

Boarding

The quality of  boarding is outstanding and fully supports the school’s aims
to focus on developing skills of  children to live harmoniously within a
community whatever their individual strengths and weaknesses. ISI  Report





As a “stand-alone independent prep school” we prepare
children for admission into a range of Grammar Schools
(11+) and Senior Schools (13+).  We can therefore work
with you to ensure that your child goes through to the
right school for them, often with scholarships.

We have built excellent relationships with many schools
and in recent years, our children have progressed with
confidence to Benenden, Cranbrook, Dover College,
Eton College, Kent College, The King’s School
Canterbury, St Edmund’s Canterbury, Sevenoaks
School, The Simon Langton Grammar Schools, Sir
Roger Manwood School and Tonbridge.

Wherever they go on to continue their education, we
always hear that Northbourne pupils are exceptionally
well prepared. 

Where next?

Year 8 pupils are promoted to a range of
leadership posts, such has head boy and head
girl, which are undertaken conscientiously
and with a sense of  pride. ISI  Report



Lord Northbourne writes....
“My great great grandfather; the first Lord Northbourne, bought the
Betteshanger Estate in 1832.  He employed the well-known country house
architect George Devey to remodel the main building and the work was
completed in 1845.  He also rebuilt the church which had fallen into disrepair.
Later, at about the turn of the century, additions were made to the North West
end of the house by my great grandfather.  When my grandfather died in
1934, my father and mother decided not to live at Betteshanger.  They let the
house to a new preparatory School and I was one of the first five pupils when
it opened in 1936.  By the time I had left, the numbers had grown to about
thirty-five and the School was flourishing.  For many decades Betteshanger
has echoed with the laughter of children.  I hope that it will continue to win
their hearts, so that generation after generation may look back on their School
days with gratitude and affection”.  

Pictured right are the first five pupils at Northbourne Park, then called
Betteshanger School, taken during the very first term.  Lord Northbourne is
pictured first on the left.  Shown top is the completion of the entrance porch.

The School enjoys a strong Christian ethos and all children attend daily
assemblies, which include Bible readings, hymn singing and prayers as well
as stories from history, current events, moral issues and personal
experiences. The children come to recognise the importance of other faiths
and denominations and come together regularly for worship in our own
School Church and for major festivals. The children, including those in the
choir, celebrate Eucharist every fortnight with a visiting priest or the Chaplain
who is also available to the whole School community.  

Excellence is born 

Spiritual Life



Come and
see us in

action

Northbourne Park is located on the Betteshanger estate in
Kent in South East England, just off the A256 Sandwich to
Dover road, near to the M2 and M20 motorways to London.

Just 90 minutes from the centre of London, and within 30
minutes from Kent's Eurotunnel and Eurostar links, and
Ashford International rail station, Northbourne Park is also
ideally placed for convenient travel to and from mainland
Europe.

Minibus service
The School runs 4 minibuses from Deal, Littlebourne, Bridge
and Ashford which covers the Canterbury, Folkestone and
Dover areas. 

London Service
We also offer an additional minibus service to London
Victoria on a fortnightly basis.

Please contact us for further information:  
Email: office@northbournepark.com
Tel: +44 (0) 1304 611215

Please follow the signs to
Betteshanger

Address for Sat Nav 

Northbourne Park School
Betteshanger, Deal, Kent
CT14 0NW

“Nothing compares
to Northbourne…”
A parent quote



“Northbourne Park School has been
the perfect place for both him and me - and
I will always be so grateful for your’s
and the school’s support.” A Year 6 parent





ADDTWO creative solution. www.add-two.com  01227 478194 
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Make a Splash!

Inspiring in every child the confidence to succeed




